25 facts about Uzbekistan

Welcome to Uzbekistan - an oasis of peace, a land where ancient history and liberal culture converge. It's the oldest land in Central Asia having a twenty-five centuries long history, the country with the arranged specific historical and cultural community different from that of other regions.
General information :The Republic of Uzbekistan is located in the middle of Central Asia and shares its borders with Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, Afghanistan and Turkmenistan. The area of Uzbekistan is part of the Aral Sea basin.
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Population:The population of Uzbekistan is more than 24 million people. Over 60% of the population live in rural areas and of these people, over 40% are under the age of 16. The Republic of Uzbekistan consists of 12 regions (oblast) and the Autonomous Republic of Karakalpakstan.

Geography:Deserts occupy 80 % of the territory of Uzbekistan, mountains - 15 %. The main rivers running in the territory of Uzbekistan: - the Amu Darya and the Syr Darya. 
Climate: The climate of Uzbekistan is extremely continental with a great number of sunny days. Average monthly temperature in January is from 10 to +3 0C. Summer is hot and dry. Average monthly temperature in July is from +35 to +45 0C. Autumn is warm enough and is the season when delicious fruits and vegetables are in abundance in numerous bazaars (markets). Average annual temperature is 13 0C. 

Cities: Some of the world's most audacious and beautiful examples of Islamic religious buildings are to be found in Uzbekistan's Bukhara, Khiva and, especially, Samarkand.
SAMARKAND is one of the oldest cities in the world, established during the middle of the first century under the name Marakanda, later it was Afrosiab. The city was conquered by the troops of Alexander the Great, the Arab Caliphate and Genghis Khan. It was the capital of the powerful state of Sogd, the center of Amir Temur's great empire. Temur was the one who cared about the beauty of the city and its strength as a major capital city in the region. The numerous monuments of Samarkand and its suburbs impress tourists.
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BUKHARA:More than 140 architectural monuments can be found here, and of the major blue-domed minarets one would have to start with the Kalyan Minaret constructed in 1127. This unique construction rises into the sky for 47 meters. The most striking feature of the minaret is its intricate ornamentation. The world-famous architectural ensemble Lyabi-Hauz, which includes the Kukeldash madrassa, the Khanaka and the Nadira Divan-begi Madrassa is listed in the world catalogue of significant historical buildings. The most unique one, however, is the mausoleum of the Samanids for their ruler lsmail, his father and his grandchild.
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KHIVA, the city museum in the open sky, is unique in its beauty known as 'The Pearl of the Khorezm Oases". Important spiritual and cultural values came from the large scientific centers of astronomy, mathematics and medicine that operated in this area centuries ago. A valuable heritage of knowledge was left here by internationally famous scholars such as Beruni, Agakhi and Nadjmiddin. One can stroll through the narrow streets of Khiva, peeking into the small courtyards through the wooden carved doors.

[image: image4.jpg]



Tashkent - is one of the most biggest ancient city in Central Asia - the capital of the Republic of Uzbekistan. In the inscriptions of 262 years B.C. of Pursian king Shapura I on "Kaabe Zoroastra" the oasis of Tashkent was called Chach. Chach was a crossroads on the way of gold export, precious stones, spices and splendid horses to another towns and states. Today Tashkent, in translation from uzbek standing for "Stone town" is a capital of modern Republic, keeping the evidence of future, the memory of many history events of Uzbekistan, - one of the biggest industrial center of Central Asia, with the population of over 2 million people.
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SHAKHRIZABZ: Shakhrizyabs is the birthplace of Amir Temur where everything, one way or another, is connected with his name. Having established the Movarrounnakhr empire, having become an absolute ruler - emir, Timur designatied Samarkand as his capital. But he always remembered and took care of his hometown. In fact, Shakhrizabs was the second capital of the empire. Many beautiful constructions appeared here in the times the Timurids. Best architects, construction workers, masters of architectural decoration were sent here by the emir's orders. Alongside with the local masters they built majestic constructions thus realizing the experience and traditions of different countries.

Ancient monuments on the territory of the present-day Uzbeksitan are put on the list of the values of the world civilization. These monuments situated along the Great Silk Road traditionally attract attention of the general public: both specialists who study the Orient and international relations of the ancient world and ordinary people who seek after knowledge of the unknown world
Currency: The national currency of the Republic of Uzbekstan ir SOUMS.

Flora:Flora of  Uzbekistan is represented by at least 4800 species of vascular plants which belong to 650 genera and 115 families.
Cuisine :There are over one thousand dishes in Uzbek cuisine. Fruits and vegetables grown under the tender Oriental sun are terrific in taste. There are about 500 varieties of Uzbek pilaff only cooked in its own way in every region. Uzbek dishes differ in appearance, fragrance and flavor in its use of rice, savoury seasonings, vegetables and legumes, yoghurt and grilled meat. Some of them are prepared on the everyday basis, others are seasonal, some are cooked more rarely, depending on the seasonal availability of ingredients or to celebrate certain special occasions.Uzbekistan meals often consist of pilafs, kebabs, noodles and pasta, stews, elaborate breads and pastries. Subtle seasonings and fancy sweets distinguish the cuisine of southern Uzbekistan. Tea is ubiquitous, usually served without milk.Calorie content and ecological cleanness of local foodstuffs is unique, Uzbek cuisine can not be described, it should be tasted. 

Uzbek bread: During the meal special round bread, called non, is served. There are many traditions connected to Uzbek bread. It is never cut with knife. At the start of the meal, it is broken into pieces by hand and placed on the table near each place setting. Do not to place bread upside down (with its flat side up), by placing it the right way up will earn you the respect of the host and those around you. Uzbek people consider bread to be holy and greatly respected.
Clothing:  For a long time originality of Uzbek clothes has been defined according to climate, conditions of life and tribal customs and traditions.  In 19th century clothes still kept the features of archaism: wide, long, whole cutting, hiding the shapes of human body. Being uniformed the clothes for winter, summer, male, female and children were very similar in forms and cutting.

  Traditional Uzbek male clothes consisted of warm quilted robe - chapan, tied up with a shawl, national hat - tyubiteika, and high boots made of thin leather. The male worn shirts with long sleeves of straight cut, underwear robe and out robe. There were summer - light robes and winter - warm quilted robes, both had cuts on the sides to make it more comfortable while sitting or walking.  Female clothes consisted of traditional robe, functional dress made of satin, and sharovars - wide, light trousers narrowing in lower part. On the head they wore shawl or tyrban - a long silk, linen or cotton narrow piece of fabric, which was wound around the head.

  Holiday clothes were made of different, more expensive and colourful fabrics, and embroidery.  Clothes for children were very similar to the forms of adult's clothes.

History:Located in the heart of Central Asia between the Amu Darya and Syr Darya Rivers, Uzbekistan has a long and interesting heritage. The leading cities of the famous Silk Road--Samarkand, Bukhara, and Khiva--are located in Uzbekistan, and many well-known conquerors passed through the land. Alexander the Great stopped near Samarkand on his way to India in 327 B.C. and married Roxanna, daughter of a local chieftain. Conquered by Muslim Arabs in the eight century A.D., the indigenous Samanid dynasty established an empire in the 9th century. Genghis Khan and his Mongols overran its territory in 1220. In the 1300s, Timur, known in the west as Tamerlane, built an empire with its capital at Samarkand. Uzbekistan's most noted tourist sites date from the Timurid dynasty. Later, separate Muslim city-states emerged with strong ties to Persia. In 1865, Russia occupied Tashkent and by the end of the 19th century, Russia had conquered all of Central Asia. In 1876, the Russians dissolved the Khanate of Kokand, while allowing the Khanates of Khiva and Bukhara to remain as direct protectorates. Russia placed the rest of Central Asia under colonial administration, and invested in the development of Central Asia's infrastructure, promoting cotton growing and encouraging settlement by Russian colonists. 

In 1924, following the establishment of Soviet power, the Soviet Socialist Republic of Uzbekistan was founded from the territories including the Khanates of Bukhara and Khiva and portions of the Fergana Valley that had constituted the Khanate of Kokand. During the Soviet era, Moscow used Uzbekistan for its tremendous cotton growing and natural resource potential. The extensive and inefficient irrigation used to support the former has been the main cause of shrinkage of the Aral Sea to less than a third of its original volume, making this one of the world's worst environmental disasters. Uzbekistan declared independence on September 1, 1991. Islam Karimov, former First Secretary of the Communist Party, was elected President in December 1991.

People:Uzbekistan is a country of hand-shakers. People shake hands when meeting and parting. Women should take the lead in greetings and in offering a hand shake; Uzbek women do not normally shake hands, and well behaved men do not take the lead in greeting unknown women.But Uzbek people are veryfriendly and helpful. Most people will be happy to help you with directions, and Uzbeks often invite people to their homes quite readily. 
Tourism: the main tourism focus in Uzbekistan is cultural tourism, which comprises visiting historical, architectural and religious monuments and sights of ancient cities in the country. Tour routes in the country include travel along cities of the Great Silk Road and sightseeing of more than 4,000 unique historical and architectural monuments of different epochs. Many of these sites are under the protection of Unesco and such cities as Samarkand, Bukhara, Khiva and Shakhrisabz are included on the list of sites of world historical importance.

Among the sights are well-preserved examples of medieval architecture and arts, which are of religious importance. Rich interiors of palaces, the aroma of spices, ancient bazaars with sweets, chayhana where a visitor is treated to plov and tea, beautiful domes, high minarets and camel caravans – all of these can be seen, tasted, felt, touched and heard in Uzbekistan. Here you can experience the real East, where local culture didn't change over time.

Arts and crafts:Local crafts are important elements of culture, and people travel to see and experience other cultures, traditions and ways of living. Crafts products form an important element of the purchases made by tourists, providing an important economic input to the local economy.The extensive national crafts and arts include chiseling on copper, wood, and plaster-based material; jeweler's art; carpet-making; ceramics; ornamental embroidery, gold-embroidery; decorative currying of tanned leather; silk-spinning; making of decorative braids; inlaid works on musical instruments; painting on papier-mache; making of decorative boxes for local type of tobacco; baskets, cradles, chests, and many others. During the centuries the national Uzbek crafts and arts were both on rise and decline, but handing down artistic traditions from one generation to the next never stopped.
Bazaars(markets):Uzbek markets are the reflection of ancient traditions and customs of local people.People still trade in the open air, on the ground, or use improvised structures.As well as in past, in present times we find all kinds of vegetables and fruits in the local bazaars: water melons, melons, peaches, cherries, pears, apples, apricots, tomatoes, cucumbers, potatoes, rice, peanuts, almonds, pistachios and big choice of spices and dried fruits that come from different parts of Uzbekistan and other parts of Asia, and others that were once unknown, once that were only introduced or established through the bazaar.
 Folklore:The oral art of the Uzbek people is very rich and original. It goes back to antiquity interacting with poetry of other Central Asian nations, whose historical fates have been interrelated over the centuries. Uzbek people have an ancient writing. However, the oral poetic tradition has been of a vital form until the 20 th c. A lot of works of Uzbek classical literature reached people only in oral form; hence, they underwent changes according to the ethnic and cultural specifics of the region. 

Legend of Sumalak:  This is a legend about Uzbek traditional food called Sumalak, which is often prepared for the national holiday Navruz-the Beginning of Year for Muslims .A long time ago there was a woman who had two sons. There names were Hasan and Husan. Because she was a widow, and very poor, they had very little to eat, and her sons always cried from hunger. One day their mother became very weary of their crying, and sorrowful that she had nothing to give them to eat. That evening, after they had gone to bed, she asked her neighbor for some wheat, then she took a pot from the cuphoard in which she placed 7 stones, poured water over the stones and stirred in the flour. Her sons heard the sounds, and thought their mother was cooking something delicious to eat. Reassured that they would soon have a good meal, they became quiet, closed their eyes and fell asleep. A little later their mother also slept. When she woke up in the early hours of the morning, she saw 30 angels standing around the pot. She rubbed her eyes, and when she opened them again, she saw them licking their fingers. In her delight, she woke up her sons. In their excitement they ran to the pot and found it filled with a most succulent porridge. From that time forth the boys were never hungry. The name of the meal was called Sumalak which, the Uzbek people say, means 30 angels.

Cotton: Cotton  - is one of the most biggest richness of Uzbekistan, which is called White Gold.Uzbekistan takes the 4th place in the world in cotton harvest, cotton is largely used for export.

Automobile industry in Uzbekistan:The Uzbek-Korean joint venture UzDaewooAuto several years ago became the first automobile maker in Central Asia and it has become the most successful project in Uzbekistan and the region in general. The vehicles produced by UzDaewooAuto are sold domestically and exported. The Uzbek company was third in sales on the Russian market last year after Ford Motor Company and Toyota.

  Flag of Uzbekistan: The symbol of the state flag of the Republic of Uzbekistan goes back to the national and cultural traditions of the states which existed in the territory of present Uzbekistan. The state flag was approved by the 7-th Special session of the Supreme Council of the Republic of Uzbekistan.
1. The blue color of the flag symbolizes ever-lasting sky and water as the main life sources. The color means kindness, chastity, honesty, glory and faitfulness in the heraldry. It was just the blue color that great Amir Temur chose for his state flag.
2. The white color of the flag is the traditional symbol of peace. It is the harmony with daylight and heavenly bodies. This color symbolizes purity and aspiration of high morals and deeds.
3. Green is a color of the revival of nature. It is a symbol of youth, hope and merriment of many peoples.
4.The red lines of the flag symbolize life.
5. The symbol of a Half Moon is associated with the historical traditions of the people and can be considered the symbol of newly gained independence.

6. There are 12 stars on the state flag of the Republic of Uzbekistan. The stars associated with the traditions of the Uzbek people are connected with the signs of the Zodiac, which were the base for the old solar calendar. The 12 stars depicted on the state flag of the Republic of Uzbekistan symbolize the century-old culture of the Uzbek people, which is striving for harmony and happiness. 
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    Flag and State emblem of Uzbekistan
State Emblem of Uzbekistan: The state emblem of the Republic of Uzbekistan is created according to the century-old national and state knowledge of life of the Uzbek people. And it was approved by the 10-th Session of the Supreme Council   of the Republic of Uzbekistan on July 2, 1992.The state emblem of the Republic expresses the sun rising over the flourishing valley surrounded by garland, which consists of wheatears on the right and twigs of cotton plants with opened cotton bolls on the left.The eight-pointed star, symbolizing the consolidation and unity of the Republic, is situated on the top of the emblem. The Half Moon and stars situated inside the eight pointed star are Islam's sacred symbols. The legendary «Humo bird» (that means the «Bird of happiness») with extended wings pictured in the center of the emblem is the symbol of national rebirth. The whole composition expresses the hope of the Uzbek people to have peace, happiness and prosperity. There is an inscription of «Uzbekistan» in the Uzbek language which symbolizes the flag of Uzbekistan on the three colored ribbon of the garland underneath.A few words about the history. The word «gerb» originates from the German word «erbo», which means «decoration» or «medal» of states, lands and other kinds of properties, inherited by kings and rulers.The Turkic word «tamgha» had the same meaning in the vast territory of the ancient Turkic khaganate, which stretched from Altay to Iran. And each ruler of the Turkic state had its special khaganate tamgha. Thus, it turned out that, for a long time the meaning of the term «tamgha» has coincided fully with the German word «erbo» from which the term «gerb» (emblem) was originated. 

